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CARS. . . Our Price 
1994 Pontiac Grand Am SE 4-Door. 2 to Choose From! ............„^„.........«.« 

1994 Olds Cutlass Supreme SL Red, GM Program Car. LOADED!.... ....._.. M 3,995°" 
1994 Olds Cutlass Supreme SL White, GM Program Car. LOADEDI........... »13,995" 
1994 Olds Cutlass Supreme SL Maroon; National Car Rental '13,495'"' 
1994 Pontiac Sunbird SE Bright Red: National Car Rental M....M.......~.......„.... »9,995'"' 
1993 Chevy Corsica LT Program Car. 2 to Choose From!........... '8,995°° 
1992 Cadillac DeVille Great Carl „„ »17,595°° 
1991 Oldsmobile Calais 4-Door.. Really Nice Car!......»»» '5,995°° 
1991 Cadillac Sedan DeVille i^.„.... '16,595°° 
1991 Oldsmobile Calais S One Owner. Great Car!............ '5,995°° 
1991 Ford Thunderbird Super Coupe LOWMiies DYNAMITE!............. '12,995°° 
1990 Olds Cutlass Supreme Low Miles. One Owner! '7.295°° 
1990 Olds Calais 4-Door WE FINANCE! . . '3,995°° 
1982 Chevy Monte Carlo 42,000 Actual Miies WE FINANCE! ..................... ..-..„. '2,495°° 

TRUCKS 
1994 Chevy Astro Van CL Only 10,000 Miles __.-_ '16,995°° 
1993 Chevy S-10 Blazer 4-Door Tahoe 46,ooo!Miies '14,995°° 
1991 Chevy 1/2-Ton Pickup 36,000! Miles. Company Demo ^9,595°° 
1991 Chevy Suburban, Texas stagecoach conversion M 4,595°° 

"Home of Award Winning Service" 

•'"^ LAKE MOTORS, INC. 
• Chevrolet • Geo |<||pj||j|gpj;[| 

• Oldsmobile • Cadillac | j | | | i | | g i | p 
323 S. McCarty Eagle Lake 409-234-5556 

Meeting _ i 
centiy, receiving extensive head inju­
ries. He was transported by Unit #803 
toELCH. 

She extended her thanics to the 
emergency room staff, Dr. Russell 
Thomas and the Eagle Lake Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps members for the 
care and treatment he received during 
the "golden hour" (that time when the 
patient's condition could go either 
way depending on the speed and accu­
racy of treatment received). 

Eisel told of losing her older son at 
another hospital due to the lack of 
medical attention and what it meant to 
her to have Cory cared for so well. She 
also passed along words of praise for 
Eagle Lake's hospital and ambulance 

Board 
Continued from Page 1 

Wood, honor graduates. 
In other action, the Board: 
•Approved 1995-% out-of-dis-

trict transfer requests for 36 students; 
•Approved 1995 summer school 

programs with both the elementary 
and middle level summer programs to 
be conducted at Eagle l ^ e Middle 
School due to the repairs anticipated 
to occur at the Eagle Lake Primary 
School facility during the summer, 

•Approved a budget amendment 
requested by Jeanette Knigge for an 
increase of $38,823 in federal fund­
ing; 

•Approved bids for petroleum 
products from Meitzen's Oil Com­
pany for gasoline and diesel at the 
pump in Eagle Lake and Colorado 
County Oil Co. for bulk delivery of 
gasoline and diesel, as well as for 
Phillips Products on motor oil, trans­
mission fluid and grease; 

•Approved 1995-% alternative 
campus proposal for Vox Populi cam-

- P M ; 

corps from staff members at Hermann 
Hospital in Houston where her son is 
on his way to recovery. 

The microphone was passed to 
those wishing to speak. Most related 
stories of how having a hospital so 
close has saved a life (or lives). 

.Ambulance Corps President Joe 
Lee Perez brought the probability of 
the Corps' collapse if the Hospital 
closes due to the increase in time 
necessary to transport patients. 

Among the others commenting 
was Bob Chapman who said, after 
reiterating three near tragedies in his 
family over the last five years, "I don't 
like tax, but this is one tax I'll vote for. 
1 need this*hospital!" 

Louis Schorlemmer added, 
"Going out every Saturday night can 
blow a lot more than what the hospital 
district is asking. All you'll have to 
give up is one Saturday." 

Eagle Lake Chamber of Com­
merce President Doug Schwemm 
stated, 'This is something we cannot 
lose. Go out and vote. Vote yes!" 

Past Board President Helyn Farris, 
who resigned recently when her term 
expired, also voiced opposition to the 
taxing district. She emphasized the 
need for voters to know more about 
the Memorial Hospiul System study. 
One point Farris stressed was Memo­
rial's conclusion that (he entire county 

Hospital 

would need only 15 hospital beds by 
the year 2000 since medical care is 
going toward out-patient treatment 

Balas reminded Farris and the 
audience of the Board's plans to look 
into turning at least one section of the 
Hospital into a specialized care unit 

Long-time resident, Mrs. Laura 
Thomas, said, "I've paid school taxes 
every year without complaint and I 
haven't had anyone in school since 
1933. Why can't we pay a litde tax to 
keep our hospital which we need?" 

George Cason of Eagle Lake came 
well prepared with written questions 
concerning past information on the 
Hospital's financial situation and the 
taxing district Unfortunately, due to 
time constraints, he left with scxne 
questions unanswered. 

Bill Harrison Jr. reminded the 
crowd of all the time, effort and money 
that has been spent to "make Eagle 
Lake the number one choice of the 
Criminal Justice Board". 

Harrison, who is heavily involved 
in economic development (both on the 
local and regional levels) continued, 
"We'll have zero chance (of being 
selected for a prison site) if we don't 
have a hospital." 

Rev. David Mann of First Baptist 
Church, related the story of what 
happened when Caldwell (his previ­
ous assignment) rejected a taxing dis-

•Reviewed Rke High Scho(^ 
graduation plans for May 25; 

•Approved substitute teachers 
Tracey Alley and Margaret McTear; 
and 

•Received notification that em-
pk>yee recognition awards will be pre­
sented at an employee picnic, sched­
uled for May 26, at which time the 
Board of Trustees will cook for die 
oKire distria staff. 

care/Medicaid threats f̂  its survival. 
Of course, the tax district board, if 

elected, will be making those plans 
and decisions. At its best, the inherent 
strength of a publicly elected board is 
having the will of the people repre­
sented and actions reported back to the 
community to let them judge whether 
the tax dollars are spent wisely. The 
real future of soudt county heaMhcve 
will rest in the decision the public 
makes about its representatives on 
such a board. 

As said before, widiout a tax dis­
trict the healthcare future is much 
more certain. The current Board will 
not risk bankruptcy, and, without a 
source of operating capital chat will 
soon be a risk. The Board will take 
action quickly to either sell or merge 
die hoH>ital to the highest bidder, if 

there is still one. If the Board receives 
no offers, they will have no choice but 
to close the Hospital. 

What happens to the physicians 
after that depends on what is left and 
who owns it The most likely scenario 
is that physicians will leave and 
choice of physicians is reduced. 

Another potential casualty if the 
Hospital closes is the emergency 
medical services (volunteer ambu­
lance corps). Already strapped for 
quaUfied volunteers, many of the cur­
rent EMTs will fill less slots on the 

Commissioners oicay computer purchases 
Colorado County Commission­

ers' Court authorized the purchase of 
conq>uter equipment for the justice of 
the peace offices at a cost of $19,665 
during Monday morning's regular 
monthly meeting. 

The County approved $7,900 for 
the software and $8,425 for five com­
puters from Apollo and $3,340 for 
three printers and four tape backups, 
surge protectors and power supplies 
from Blaze of Glory. 

The only discussion was whether 
to purchase a total of six or four com­
puters. 

Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace 
Dodie Dungen had requested three 
computers for his office with two 
replacing existing computers. Plans 
called for those computers to be up­
graded and moved to the county 
judge's and public defender's offices. 

Commissioners, especially Rich­
ard Seifert and Jerome Wicke, contin­
ued to stress that they were under the 
impression that the County was only 

Police 

to purchase four computers. 
"I think the money raised by these 

offices will more than offset the cost 
of these computers. Plus, we will save 
money on docket books," said Dun­
gen. 

"The only way wecan judge the JP 
office is the amount of money raised. 
That is probably our problem for not 
getting more information, but that is 
the only reason 1 bring up the amount 
of revenue raised," said Seifert. 

"We can only raise (money) on 
what's (citations) brought to us. We 
take care of the citations once they are 
brought to us. I just don't think our 
office should be judged strictly on the 
amount of revenue it generates," said 
Dungen. 

The Court agreed on five comput­
ers with two being purchased for 
Dungen's office and one each for the 
odier JP offices. Dungen will not re­
ceive one of the three new printers 
since his office already had a printer. 

County Judge Vince Slominski 

Continued from Page 1 
State Street in reference to a distur­
bance. Subjects were located in the 
street, advised of die loitering law and 
to return to their homes. The subjects 
complied. 

On April 8 at 2:03 a.m.. Officer 
Johnson was dispatched to Davitt 
Street in reference to a residence being 
^ e d . A report was taken and the case 
is under investigation. 

Also on April 8 at 2:24 a.m., Offi­
cer Johnson was dispatched to South 
Ausdn Road in reference to a subject 
trying to break into an apartment. The 
case is under investigadon. 

A call of a family disturbance was 
reported to Officer Johnson on April 
8, at 3:34 a.m. After meeting with the 
subjects, the problem was solved. 

On April 8 at 10:47 a.m.. Officer 
Hart responded to a 9-1 -1 call on Hwy. 
90A in the county. Hart took control of 
the scene and stood by to assist the 
county deputy. 

On April 8 at 1:06 p.m., a com­
plainant called the police department 
to report the theft of a purse. The purse 
was later returned and no further ac­
tion was taken. 

Continued from Page 1 
trict for their hospital. Approximately 
18 mondis after their hospital closed, 
economic development groups were 
begging to have the facility reopened. 
E)evelopment in the area was on a fast 
downhill slide. "They are in the proc­
ess of trying to restart a hospital that 
has been ctosed for a year and a half. 
Listen, folks; it's a lot easier to keep 
one open than it is to try to restart one 
that's been closed," Mann said. 

Balas closed the meeting shortly 
before 10 p.m. widi a promise of fu­
ture gathering(s). 

Birth 

On April 8 at 1:05 p.m., Officer 
Eric Bilbo served an outstanding 
warrant on James Lee Roy Jr., proc­
essed him at the police department, 
then transported him to die county jail 
for confinement on terroristic threat 
charges. 

On April 9 at 3:57 a.m.. Officer 
Johnson was dispatched to North 
McCarty in reference to a family dis­
turbance. A juvenile who was in­
volved was detained and transported 
to a juvenile facility. 

Officer Johnson was dispatched to 
a disturbance on Pendleton Street on 
April 9 at 12:26 a.m. Subjects were 
advise to keep die noise down and no 
odier action was necessary. 

On April 10, at approximately 
9:30 p.m., Ahmad Sims fled officers 
who were attempting to arrest him for 
loitering and disorderly conduct He 
was captured moments later at his 
residence by Officer Jack Knox and 
Sgt. Hassin, transported to die police 
department for processing and dien 
transported to die county jail for con-
fmement 

In the Police Department's March 
report, a total of 69 calls were an­
swered: 33, miscellaneous, 12 distur­
bances, six assaults, six burglaries, 
five criminal mischief, four diefts and 
three accidents. 

Officers handled 11 criminal cases 
and cleared 27. They made 18 arrests; 
15 for misdemeanor and du-ee felony. 
119 citations were issued. 

Benefair 
Continued from Page 1 

you can adopt your very own "Derby 
Duck" to compete in die Benefair's 
very fu^t Duck Derby. For more infor-
rifation, call Traylor Walker at 409-
234-3921, days, or 234-3937, nights. 

Continued from Page 5 

also announced diat die County Am­
bulance Corps had received an anony­
mous grant in die amount of $45,859 
from a foundation, through die efforts 
of Debs Martin, for die purchase of a 
Type III ambulance. 

Seifert said die County's Ambu­
lance Committee would make a rec­
ommendation to die Court on which 
corps woukl receive the new unit 

The County also strongly sup­
ported a resolution opposing House 
Bill 1390 for a Quail Stamp Fee and 
House Bill 2102 on die number of 
fishing tags on trodines at die request 
of die Texas Sportsman's Associa­
tion. 

The bills call for a $7 fee to hunt 
quail and a $ 1.50 fee for each tag for a 
dirowline or jugline and $7 for eaph 
tag for each 300 feet of line. These fees 
are in addition to die regular hunting 
and fishing license. 

The Court also received noti­
fication diat Colorado County has 
been declared an areaquarantined due 
to animal rabies by die Texas Depart­
ment of Heal di. 

Game Warden David Perry of die 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
said all animals must be vaccinated 
and it is illegal to transport animals 
widiout proper vaccination. Violation 
is a Class C misdemeanor which car­
ries a $500 fine for each violation. 

In other business, die Court: 
• Audiorized die advertisement for 

a public defender; 
•Audiorized die advertisement for 

proposals on radio console equipment 
and radios, as well as die installation, 
at die new Colorado County Detention 
Facility; 

•Audiorized die advertisement for 
die construction of four bridges in 
Precinct 3, two on New Ulm Road and 
one> each on Mentz and Bernardo 
Roads; 

•Agreed to hold a county auction 
Saturday, April 22, at 9 a.m. at die 
Precinct 2 Bam in Weimar; 

•Adopted a resolution in op­
position of a house bill which pro­
posed a constitutional amendment to 
limit die time an elected officer can 
hold county or precinct offices; and 

•Received a verbal commitment 
diat Jack Hunter has accepted die 
position of county extension agent-
agriculture, effective May 1. 

communion of mind and heart widi 
John Paul, our Pope, and me, your 
unworthy servant Help us work to­
gether for die coming of your king­
dom, until at last we stand in your 
presence to share die life of die saints, 
in die company of die Virgin Mary and 
the aposdes and of our departed broth­
ers and sisters whom we commend to 
your mercy," 

Then, as if to give further urging to 
unity, Bishop Fellhauo- led die Grace 
Before Meals in Andrew Hall in the 
Church's official language, Latin. The 
parishioners enjoyed die moment of 
k}ng-waited unity and pledged a con­
tinued spirit of cooperation. 

"Five years ago, diis wouldn't 

Continued from Page 1 

have worked out "former Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help parishioner Pearl 
Meitzen said. "We knew it would be 
practical, but I was afi'aid a lot of die 
Spanish traditions would be lost. 
There was a real feeling of die Holy 
Spirit at Our Lady of Guadalupe." 

This mondi, die Virgin Modier of 
Guadalupe gave her Child of Eagle 
Lake to Cadiolics as she continues to 
provide them widi perpetual help. 
Indeed, as Marcy Salinas said, "The 
Lord is rejoicing." 

r 
Lordy, 

Lordy... 
Look Who's 

40! 
April 15 

schedule because of die conflicts diat 
will occur between dieir jobs and 
families and their EMS obligation. 
The county may have to reallocate 
dieir resources or raise more taxes to 
address this problem. 

Ultimately, the choice is up to die 
voters on May 6. 

Next week the Hospital will an­
swer questions diat are submitied by 
Friday, April 14, to it administration 
office. The address is P.O. Box 277, 
Eagle Lake TX 77434; telephone 234-
5571; fax 234-5176. 

THE EYE CARE CLINICS OF TEXAS 
Full spectmm optometric and ophthalmologlcal services 

including contacts, prescriptions for glasses, office and outpatient 
surgery, laser, glaucoma, cataract and radlal-keratotomy surgery. 

For information 
and 

appointments, 
please call 

1-800-535-0186 

John D. Huff, M.O. DIan* Prathar Walltrt, 0.0. 

Sugar Land • Eagle Lake • Hallettsvilie • Yoakum 

Ben Davis Funeral Home 
• Monuments 
• Pre-Burial 

913 Pre»ton Street, Columbua 

409-732-2875 
Creed A. Henry, Owner/Manager 

Eagle Lake Pilot Club's 10th Annual 

Chicken Spaghetti Supper 
Tuesday, April 18 

Eagle Lake Community Center 
Serving 5 to 7 p.m. 

per plate 

ADVANCE SALES ONLY! 
Tickets Available from Any Pilot Club Member 

Benefits Pilot Community Projects 

7' 

EAGLE LAKE MEDICAL CLINIC 
700 S. McCarty Eagle Lake 

409-234-2066 

RAVINDRA KUMAR, M.D. 
Internal Medicine 

Primary Care for 
Adolescent and Adult Patients 

Office Hours: 

9 a.m. to Noon and 1 to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday 

wSmn 

No opposition for May 6 election candidates 
The City of Eagle Lake will have only two candi­

dates on the ballot for the three council positions in the 
May 6 general election; the seats of Ren6 Cooper-Scott, 
Mike Duarte and Joe Frazar. 

The deadline for candidates to declare themselves 
as write-ins has passed and no additional candidates 
came forward. 

Cooper-Scott has filed for re-election and J. W. Sha­

vers added his name to the ballot. 
According to Texas law, when there is a single 

vacancy, members of City Council will be called upon 
to appoint a person to serve until the next general elec­
tion (next spring). At that time, the vacant position will 
be added to the ballot along with those scheduled. 

The listof candidates for the Rice CISD Board of 
(S«e Election, Page 10) 
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April 20,1995 
(USPS 163-760) 
Volume 92, No. 4 

10 Pages Plus 11nsert 
Eagle Put>iishing, Inc 

P.O. Box 67 —220 E. Main St. 
Eagle Lake. Texas 77434-0067 

409-234-5521 

35* PER COPY 

City okays garbage rate increase 
By Lynda Appelt 

Contributing Writer 
Eagle Lake City Council adopted 

an ordinance amending garbage rates 
as approved in the 1995-96 budget at 
its meeting last Tuesday, April 11. 

The increase in garbage rates as 
budgeted is 15.79% which means an 
increase of $1.50 per month per 
household, from $9.50 to $11 per 
month. 

Commercial rates will increase by 
the same percentage rates. 

The rate increase is attributed to an 
increase in landfill rates a year ago and 
a probable increase expected in Oct. 

City Manager Ron Holland told 
Council the City is playing "catch up" 
because it didn't go with an increase 
when landfill rates increased and 
unexpected repairs on the trash truck. 

According to Holland, future 
plans are being made to re-evaluate all 
businesses and try to come up with 
some hard, fast system for establish­
ing commercial rates. 

"It may be a savings for some and 
reveal that others are not paying their 
share," said Holland. 

Council authorized the drafting of 
a new sidewalk sale ordinance, elimi­
nating the proof of an insurance clause 
and time limit. 

The request to amend or repeat die 
ordinance was made by Judy Stewart 
who owns Judy's Treasures. Stewart 
recently requested a permit for a side­
walk sale and was rejected because of 

insufficient insurance. 
Council postponed action at a 

previous meeting in order to study the 
City's liability. It was learned that the 
City will not be liable for any accident 
that might happen at a sidewalk sale. 
Therefore, the ordinance changes 
were authorized. 

Council approved a request by 
Sgt. Steve Hassin of the Eagle Lake 
Police Department recommending 
that a yield sign be installed on Com­
merce Street for northbound traffic at 
Post Office. At present, the only traf­
fic control sign at this intersection is a 

stop sign for southbound traffic 09 
Commerce. | 

Council considered a stop sign at 
this location last year when the stop 
signs on Commerce at the railroad 
crossing were removed, but rejected it 
because of the limited distance be­
tween the railroad tracks and Post 
Office. 

"A yield sign will be a good com­
promise at this intersection," said Hol­
land. 

Council postponed a recom­
mendation by Hassin to remove the 
stop signs on Stevenson Street at the 

Sav'mg the Hospital, doing the tax district... 

Questions and answers 
Submitted by Eagle Lake Community Hospital 

Administration and Board Members 
This week we promised questions ees to accept a 5% pay cut will likely 

and answers from the public. The fol­
lowing are topics of questions from 
Mr. Bruce Johnson Jr. and their an­
swers. 
Question: Pay cuts 

Answer: The Board has studied 
salary reduction as an option and 
denied it inadvisable for several rea­
sons: 

(a) The salaries and wages paid by 
ELCH tend to be below average for 
the state and well below average for 
the Houston market. Asking employ-

/ " 

V. 
Sheridan Little League workday 

The Sheridan Little League has scheduled their workday for Saturday, 
April 22, beginning at 9 a.m. Opening day ceremonies will be held Saturday, 
April 29, at 1 p.m in conjunction with a hamburger fundraiser. 

Hospital Tax District meeting in Garwood 
A meeting will be held in Garwood at the Lehrer meeting room on Thurs­

day, April 27, at 7:30 p.m. Everyone in the Garwood/Nada area is invited to 
attend, as well as folks from the surrounding area. 

Defensive driving course 
A Saturday defensive driving course has been slated by Gene Cremeens for 

Saturday, April 22, in Columbus. The class will be held from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in the Mansfield Building located at 930 Travis Street. For more information 
call 409-543-7849 or 1-800-285-8297. 

White Cloud Baptist drawing postponed 
The quilt drawing which was previously scheduled for April 15 will be held 

on May 6. The drawing was postponed due to the conflict with Easter weekend. 
All proceeds will go to work on the church grounds. 

St. Anthony School pre-registration 
St. Anthony School is holding pre-registration for the 1995-96 school year 

through April 21. Cla.sses are offered for prc-K through grade 8. Anyone 
wishing more information is asked to call the school office at 732-5505. 

Fort Bend Singles to sponsor dance 
Fort Bend Singles are sponsoring a dance this Friday, April 21, at 8 p.m. at 

the Knights of Columbus Hall in Needville. Music will be provided by Krenek 
Texas Sounds. The public is welcome; door prizes will be given. For more 
information, call 713-242-4782 or 409-793-4573. 

Houston Happy Hikers going to Brazos Bend 
April 22 and 23, Houston Happy Hikers will sponsor walking events at 

Brazos Bend Suie Park, southwest of Houston. The public is invited to help 
celebrate the club's 16th birthday by participating in these non-competitive, 
healthful events. For more information call 713-369-2122 or 713-487-2662. 

Spring blood drive 
Gulf Coast Medical Center in Wharton will hold a spring blood drive on 

Monday, April 24,12 noon until 7 p.m. at the GCMC classrooms. Call 532-
0434 for more information. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Xegion Post #108 meeting April 25 
The Eagle Lake American Legion Post 108 will have a quarteriy meeting 

in The Depot at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 25. with the election of officers. Plans 
will also be made for decorating the graves of deceased veterans with flags on 
Memorial Day, May 30. All members are urged to attend 

Heritage House family night 
On Thursday, May 4, at 7 p.m.. Heritage House will hold a family night 

They would like to encourage all families K) attend. A guest speaker will 
provide information about your loved ones care. The community is invited to 
participate. If you have any questions, call 234-3591. 

May community theatre in Wharton 

run off the Hospital's best and bright­
est individuals. 

(b) Pay cuts are, in general, detri­
mental to staff morale which domi­
noes into mediocre productivity and 
patient care. 

(c) The employees at ELCH have 
voluntarily contributed nearly 
$20,000 to the Hospital the past sev­
eral years. Their fund raising efforts 
refuihished the lobby and spruced up 
the nursery and delivery area. They 
also put in many hours of volunteer 
effort to these projects. 

Question: Ownership of Hospital . 
Answer: As proposed, the present 

Hospital corporation will lease the 
Hospital and all current assets to the 
Tax District for a dollar a year and 
assumption of the Hospital's liabili­
ties and goodwill. The Tax District 
Board of Directors will have virtual 
control of all assets. 

The ELCH Corporation will retain 
ownership simply to receive control 
back from the Tax District should it 
ever be dissolved. This situation 
seemed to work well between the Col­
umbus Community Hospital's corpo­
ration and Tax District Legal ex­
penses and transition costs were kept 
to a minimum 

(See Hospiul, Page 10) 

railroad crossing because they pose a 
safety hazard on Farm-to-Market 
Road 102. 

The st(^ signs were erected at the 
recommendation of the Texas Depart­
ment of Transportation because the 
crossing has been identified as a haz­
ardous crossing and is scheduled to 
get crossing gates. 

Hassin cited observation of sev­
eral near accidents. 

"You must decide which is 
greater... the probability of rear-end­
ing or a railroad accident," Hassin 
said. 

The recommendation will receive 
further study by Council. 

"We don't want to have caused a 
worse problem," Mayor Robby Cook 
said. 

A request by the police department 
to change City pcrficy on sale of excess 
property to allow weapons held by the 
police department to be offered for 
sale by auction to police personnel 
was postponed in order to obtain legal 
opinion. 

Hassin reputed that he and dog 
catcher Arnold Cardenas conducted a 
dog "roundup" April 3 in which sev­
eral citations were issued. 

According to Hassin, other 
(See Council, Page 10) 

Council down to 5possibilities... 

New police chief may 
be cliosen next weel( 
Eagle Lake City Council interviewed five applicants for the position 

of poike chief in executive session during a special meeting last Satur­
day. Six interviews were scheduled; one candidate was a no-show. 

The City received 38 applications for the position and the Selection 
Committee, chaired by Councilwoman Ren6 Cooper-Scott, nanowed 
the list to 11. 

City Manager Ron Holland then sent packets to those 11 applicants 
with six returning the final papers. 

The candidates interview»i Saturday were: 
•Keith Webb: presently employed as a homicide crime scene inves­

tigator with the Houston Police Department Webb and his wife, Wanda, 
reside in Rock Island. 

•Ray Scholton: presendy employed as an investigator with the Austin 
County Sheriffs Department Scholton was assigned to the Texas 
Department of Public Safety in Columbus from 1969-76 and Texas 
Ranger in Austin, Colorado and Fayette Counties from 1976-79. 
Scholton and his wife, Connie, reside in Stafford. 

•James Dobbins: presendy employed as a deputy-instructor with 
Precinct 6 Constable's Office in Harris County. Dobbins and his wife, 
Elaine, reside in Humble. 

•George White: employed as chief of police of Portland PoUce 
IDepartment from 1974-94. White and his wife, Patricia, reside in 
PorUand. 

•Steve Hassin: presentiy sergeant in charge of the Eagle Lake Police 
Department. Hassin and his wife, Betii, reside in Eagle Lake. 

Council is expected to make the decision which will fill the position 
.. at its meeting April 25. ,. 

Disturbances keep EL police busy 
The Eagle Lake Police Depart­

ment tepotred the following calls 
during the week ending April 17. 

Officer Jeremy Moore was dis­
patched to Eagle Lake Community 
Hospital Emergency Room on April 
11 at 10:55 p.m. in reference to an 
assault A report was taken; charges 
are to be filed. 

On April 12 at 12:32 a.m.. Officer 
Clem Johnson was dispatched to a 
report of a disturbance on E. State 
Street. A report was filed and die case 
has been referred to the judge. 

On April 12, at 2:52 a.m.. Officer 
Brian Ochoa was dispatched to E. 
State Street in reference to a domestic 
problem. 

Demont Edmond Holloway was 
arrested for criminal mischief, proc­

essed at the police department and 
transported to the county jail for con­
finement A warrant for disorderiy 
conduct was served on Holloway 
while he was at the jail. 

Officer Jake Garcia was dispatch­
ed to a residence on Center Street on 
April 14 at 7:05 p.m. in reference to 
criminal mischief. A report was filed 
and the case is under investigation. 

On April 15 at 12:10 a.m., Sgt 
Steve Hassin received a report of a 
fight in progress at the Tannco's Res­
taurant (formerly The Bam). 

S.C. Lindley was charged widi 
public intoxication, cited and released 
into die custody of a friend. 

On April 15 at 5 p.m.. Officer Eric 
Bilbo, while making a routine traffic 
stop, found die driver had a suspended 
license. - . » > * -

Clarence Pickett of Austin was 
arrested, processed and transported to 
die county jail for confinement 

Officer Bilbo was dispatched to an 
alarm at Apex Traffic Supply on April 
15 at 10 a.m. The alarm was set off by 
mistake, was reset and die building 
was secured. 

On April 15 at 7:40 p.ni.. Officers 
Brian Baklik and Ochoa arrested 
Dwight Andiony Stovall on outstand­
ing warrants. 

Stovall was processed at die police 
station, then transported to die county 
jail for confinement 

On April 16 at 1:45 a.m., Jesus 
Ek)y Sepulveda was arrested by Offi­
cer Russell Dunn at die KC Hail for 
public intoxication. He was processed 
and transported die county jail for. 
confinement . » 

Year-to-date ahead 25+%. 

Eagle Lake's sales tax rebate takes HUGE jump 
"Employment in Texas continues 

to grow, rising by 4.3% since diis time 
last year to stand at 7.9 million jobs, 
die fifdi new all-time high in as many 
mondis," State Comptroller John 
Sharp said last week as he delivered a 
total of $123.6 million in April sales 
tax rebates to 1,073 Texas cities and 
111 counties. 

The City of Eagle Lake received a 
check in die amount of $13,705.23, a 
whopping 91.15% higher dian die 
$7,169.78 in April 1994. 

"As employment goes, so goes co­
nsumer confidence. Following die 
lead of rising employment numbers, 
sutewide April sales tax rebates were 
up 9% compared to April of 1994," 
Sharp continued. 

Cities received $112.4 million in 
local sales tax rebates for April, 10.2% 
more than the $101.9 million pay­
ments one year ago. County rebates 
were $11.2 milUon, 1.6% under die 
$11.4 million payments of April 1994. 

This mondi's sales tax rebates 
include local sales taxes collected in 
Feb. and reported by businesses filing 
mondily tax returns in March. 

The largest municipal sales tax 
rebate of $16 million went to die City 
of Houston, and was 9.5% above die 
$14.6 million in April 1994. 

"Cmpteyment m the—Houston-

Community dieatre in Wharton (The Footeliters), assisted by die Colorado 
River Band and Strings, will present dieir first musical, "Your a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown", on Friday. May 5, and Saturday, May 6, at 7:30 p.m. On 
Sunday, May 7, diey will perform at 2:30 p.m. Ticketi are $5; reserve y o m by 
mail, P.O. Box 1067, Wh«ton 77488 or c$il 40^282-2970. 

Beasley School reunion next month 
The 29Ui Beasley School reunion is planned for May 7 widi registration 

beginning at 2 p. m.; visitation and a short business meetings will follow. Drinks 
will be furnished, but each family is asked 10 bra^ adessert or sandwiches. Join 
past students, teachen and patrons in renien^>ering die past 

metro are grew by 3.3% in die last 
year, widi die largest gains in the serv­
ice sector, which added 20.700 jobs," 
Sharp said. 

The $10.1 million payment to die 
City ofDailai was the sacond largest 
for April, and 12.6% more dun die 
$8.9 miUion for the same period last 
year. 

'Dallas added 69,000 jobs during 
dK \m year, more dian «iy odier 
meoo area ni Texas, and has been 

above the state average in year-over-
year employment for 21 consecutive 
mondis," Sharp stated. 

San Antonio's sales tax rebate was 
$6.3 million, 7.2% above die April 
1994 payment of $5.8 million. 

"Employment grew by 3.5% dur­
ing die last year in die San Antonio 
metro area. The Sitel Corporation 
recenUy opened its San Antonio tele­
marketing operations, adding 1,100 
jobs, and has announced plans to hire 
550 more woricers in die next six 
mondis," Sharp said. 

The City of Austin's April sales 
tax rebate of $5.3 million was 6.1% 
higher Uian die April 1994 payment of 
just over $5 million. 

"Austin was once again die fastest 
growing major metro area in Texas 
with a whopping 6.7% increase in 
employment over die same period last 
year," Sharp said. 

The City of Ft Wordi's $3 million 
rebate was 5.8% above the $2.9 mil­
lion delivered in April 1994, and Ar-
Ungton received $2.7 million, 4.9% 
below the $2.9 million for die same 
period last year. 

"Employment in die Ft Worth-
Arlington metro area rose 3.5% in die 
last year. Forbes magazine, citing low 
taxes and low cost of housing, recendy 

among U.S. high-tech cities." Sharp 

The April rebate to El Paso was 
$2.61 miUion, virtually unchnged 
from dK April 1994 lehaie of $160 
millKNi. 

Odier cities in our area, die 
amounts of dieir sales tax rebates diis 
mood), along with die change from 
diis moodi last year are: ColumiMU, 
$27,125.55, +10.21%; Weimar, 
$6,829.49. +18.19%; Setly, 

$33,199.05, +26.63%; Bellville, 
$16,720.38, +2.85%; El Campo, 
$104,360.06, +10.57%; and Wharton, 
$66,529.75,-16.31%. 

Year-to-date totals (based on die 
date rebates were issued) for die above 
cities are: Columbus, $136,722.85, 
+11.72%; Weimar, $37,187.89, 
+7.55%; Sealy, $151,981.34. 
+16.97%; Bellville. $79,589.33, 
+6.06%; El Campo, $494,598.46, 
+10.15%; and Wharton, $316,099.91, 
-4.23% 

On die county level, Colorado 
County's April check was for 
$30,964.20, up 15.73% from last year, 
giving a year-to-date total of 
$171,809.06,up 26.36%. Wharton 

$25,000.00 

County received $75,362.51, down 
1.45%; year-to-dale, $346,486.03, up 
3.24%. Austin County received 
$47,748.27. up 19.13%; year-to^ie, 
$205,137,44, up 8.52%. 

The next sales tax allocation is 
scheduled for Friday, May 12. 

PuNisker's Note: If an addi­
tional ll2i sales tax were iHv<^cgd 
countywide. as the Board of Direc­
tors of Eagle Lake Community Hos­
pital would like, and divided among 
the three hospitals in Colorado 
County, each would have received 
U0,'i2\.40astheirshareofthesales 
tax collected in Feb. and distributed 
this month. 
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